THE STORY WE FIND OURSELVES IN

SATURDAY Evening Quarters CREATION (Phil, Will, James & Annie)
SUNDAY Morning Divisions Jesus’ birth (Skipper)

Cabin Clubs CRISIS
MONDAY Morning Divisions Left behind (Mate)

Evening Quarters CALLING (Sue, Paul Cl, Gemma & Richard)
TUESDAY Morning Divisions Jesus’ calling (Skipper)

Cabin Clubs CONVERSATIONS
WEDNESDAY Morning Divisions Jesus relating to God (Mate)

Evening Quarters CHRIST (Roger, Paul Cr & Abi)
THURSDAY Morning Divisions The Cross (Skipper)

Cabin Clubs COMMUNITY
FRIDAY Morning Divisions Jesus’ Fellowship (Mate)

Evening Quarters COMING (Simon, Gordon, Anthea & Andy)
SATURDAY Morning Divisions Heaven-bound (Skipper)

The Bitternes Afloat Christian Cruise, is a week-long adventure-style sailing holiday for teenagers, the main purpose of which is to
promote the Christian faith and nurture young Christians in a challenging environment. The name reflects its origin in the Parish Church
of Bitterne in Southampton. Today the Cruise has widened its horizons and as well as young people from Bitterne, encourages young
people from a number of partner churches to participate in the holiday. The cruise takes place on the Norfolk Broads in the spring
holidays and is run on a voluntary, not-for-profit basis. The management of the cruise is by an executive committee drawn from the
participating churches.

A fleet of yachts plus a day-boat known as a half-decker are used. The boats are between 25 and 32 feet in length and are crewed by
between 5 and 7 people. The yacht crews are mixed sex and age during the day’s sailing and are reorganised for night-time
accommodation. Each yacht has an experienced Skipper and Mate who supervise the cruise members as they live and sleep onboard.
Some basic guidelines for the safety of the participants and to assist their enjoyment are given before and during the holiday. A day boat,
skippered by a qualified sailing instructor, is used to give cruise members the opportunity for more ‘hands-on’ sailing experience. The
cruise is based at moorings near South Walsham Broad, from which we sail to a different destination each day, returning most days in
the late afternoon (One night is an overnight stop elsewhere).

Our Shore Crew provide a hot meal both morning and evening in a local village hall where everybody gathers to eat, worship and share
fellowship. The formal worship and study time is comprised of ‘Morning Divisions’ (short Bible study with crew before breakfast), ‘Evening
Quarters’ (a corporate worship session with activities and gospel presentation, held in the village hall), and ‘Cabin Clubs’

(small discussion groups organised by age and held on the boats).

The cruise was founded almost 60 years ago for the Boys’ Bible Class in Bitterne. Over the years it has changed and adapted itself to
meet new challenges and needs but throughout its history it has continued to fulfil the original aims of providing an adventure holiday for
the enjoyment of all and dedicated to celebrating the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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Before the Cruise, please pray for...

Wi/c March 16th

Give thanks.....For the long
traditions of the cruise since
1949... for the vision of the
early leaders...

for the

Friends of the Bitternes who
continue to support the
cruise.....for the faithfulness
and continuing input of all
those who have been and are
in leadership roles....

for the continued revealing of
God’s love to us in Jesus our
Saviour....

Please pray for all those
young people who will be

on this years cruise,
particularly the new members
that they would quickly feel
part of the “family” of the
cruise...

W/c March 23rd

Pray for....The Executive
Officers as they complete

the organisation of the cruise...
For their individual roles and for
their personal leadership during
the cruise..... Please pray par-
ticularly for Nick Smith as he
takes on responsibility for the
spiritual programme....

Give thanks for the
contribution made by Martyn
Eden who retired as chaplain
last year ... For all those who
support the Cruise with their
prayers....for the members of
the church in South Walsham
with whom we will share Sun-
day worship...For the new
drama team as they prepare for
their part in the Evening
Quarters sessions

Wi/c March 30th

Pray for....The skippers and
mates as they prepare for their
role as holiday leaders.....for
their preparation of the talks
and presentations at Evening
Quarters, Cabin Clubs and
Morning Divisions..... The
music group & their leader Joel
Davis as they prepare the
worship programme... The skill
of the boatyards as they pre-
pare the boats for the cruise
those who care for the
environment of the Broads...
for all the partner churches
and their role in supporting the
Cruise...the first time members
that they

will make new friends and feel
part of the cruise

W/c April 5th

Pray for...The Shore crew led
for the first time by Marnie
Harding, as they make
preparations for their

catering role, that they may be
given the patience and
spiritual strength for their
preparations and in the
carrying out of their “chores”
during the cruise. ..Give
thanks for John & Diana
Sturgess who retired last year
after many years of faithful
ministry ....Pray for the Sailing
Officer, the training days &
commissioning evenings in the
various churches .....for the
new mates.

During the Cruise pray for....

Daily Timetable

....the safety of all cruise members, both in travelling to Norfolk and

during the week.....

the spiritual programme for the week, that the

leaders may be led to present God'’s will for all those people on the

Cruise. ....all those

who have sailed on the cruise and those have

served as leaders on the cruise in the past 60 years, remembering
particularly lan Hamilton, ex commodore who died last summer.

....all the members
they may be a part
together.

of the Cruise, especially the new members that
of the family of the cruise and enjoy their time

06.30
07.00
07.05
07.25
08.00
08.45

Skippers and Mates meeting /Cruise gets up
Crews move from Sleeping to Day Boats
Morning Divisions (Quiet Time)

Walk to Breakfast (in Village Hall)

Breakfast

Prepare boat for inspection /

Duty crews to the Galley

Boat Inspection

Set sail (With a running lunch eaten

09.30
10.00

....all those senior members of the cruise leading Quiet Times,
Morning Thoughts, Evening Quarters and Cabin Clubs.....the

drama group and the music group that their contributions may be to

the glory of God and an inspiration to all. ....all those who are
members of the shore crew that they may find a sense of joy in
their service and may be part of the whole cruise. ....the right

weather during the week so that all on the cruise enjoy the holiday
and share in the wonder of God'’s creation. ....that God’s name will

be praised!

17.00
17.30

20.00

20.15

22.15
22.30

on board during the day)

Heave to and moor - end of sailing for the day
Walk to Supper (in Village Hall)

& Logs and Shanties

Either: Evening Quarters in Village Hall

(Sat, Mon, Wed, Fri.)

or walk back to boats for..

Cabin Clubs (Sun, Tues, Thurs)

All crews must be on Sleeping Boats

Lights out




